Minutes for November 6th, 2019 CGSS Meeting
12:00 pm in D219

1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Call to Order: 12:07 pm
a. Present: Hayden, Julie, Matthew, Kris, Maria, Jesse, Sabrina, Olivia, Abhishek, Noah, Kevin (12:10 pm, Item 4), Matviy (12:23 pm, Item 8)
b. Missing: Alyssa
c. Other: 0
2. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes
a. The August minutes were approved by Maria, seconded by Hayden.
b. The September minutes were approved by Maria, seconded by Hayden.
c. The October minutes were approved by Julie, seconded by Hayden.
3. Charity Selection
a. Voted Charities
i. Two charities were selected by anonymous ballot: The Nature Trust of BC and BC Children’s Hospital.
b. Money Raised
i. CGSS received $81.75 in donations during Charity Coffee Time, which will all be split between the two charities.
ii. With the Halloween Stressbusters and other events, CGSS has received a total of $489.15, $122.33 of which will be going to each charity. The remaining $244 will be added to the endowment fund. 
4. Skits
a. Sabrina and Julie are working to get the event organized. A meeting will be held tomorrow (Nov. 7th) for students to voice opinions and to gauge if there will be enough participation from the department.
b. The liquor license is in progress for Dec. 5th. The event will hopefully be held in B150, but the booking system will not allow it to be booked this far in advance, so the date might have to be changed.
c. Brian was hoping to have the annual icicle raffle in November (before Skits) so there is enough time for the event to be scheduled in December. Julie will ask Matviy to contact him. 
5. First Year Event
a. Julie mentioned this as an idea for the future.
b. Previous events included bowling night, CHEM 540 after party, board game night, pitch & putt. There is $700 total in the budget for these events.
c. Sabrina suggested holding the event early next semester, as currently a lot of work is being put into Skits.
6. Budget
a. The budget has been approved by Mike Wolf. 
7. Graduate Student Initiative Committee
a. This is a committee usually started in Jan/Feb to hold a grad forum where Mike Wolf and Martin Tanner can answer questions from graduate students. The forum is usually held in April after CHEM 540 ends, but the course no longer exists.
b. Last year, the forum was not held as Daniel was working on the wellness survey and wanted the results to come in before the event. Currently, he is aiming to have the results done by Jan/Feb for the forum.
c. Julie put forward the motion to create the GSI Committee; seconded by Maria:
i. Yes: 11
ii. No: 0
iii. Abstain: 0
d. Julie put forward the motion to seat Hayden, Julie, Maria, Sabrina, Olivia, Matthew on the committee; seconded by Hayden:
i. Yes: 11
ii. No: 0
iii. Abstain: 0
8. Wellness Report
a. Maria brought up that she and Alyssa were thinking of setting up a wellness committee to promote wellness education and discussion. 
b. This committee would hopefully also include members from the graduate student population, faculty and staff. If anyone has ideas on members to seat, let Maria/Alyssa know. 
c. Alyssa will be setting up a wellness CGSS account to take in questions/concerns from students. 
9. Union Report
a. Negotiations for CUPE 2278 TA contracts will begin tomorrow (Nov. 27th).
b. An event will be held tomorrow in The Nest for students to ask questions and voice concerns regarding CUPE 2278 and TAing contracts. Noah will send out an email to the department.  
10. SoCo Report
a. October Stressbusters Debrief 
i. The event went well overall. Cleaning was done quickly and efficiently. 
ii. More hard liquor needed for next time (less beer will be purchased to adjust cost).
b. Icicle Raffle
i. As mentioned, the raffles will be sold during coffee times. Volunteers will be needed. 
c. Gingerbread House Competition
i. This will be run essentially the same way as the Pumpkin Carving Contest, except with gingerbread houses. 
ii. Voting will most likely occur during CGSS Charity Coffee Time on Dec. 5th. Kits must then be ready to be picked up by Nov. 28th.
11. Discussion/Misc.

Meeting adjourned: 12:40 pm
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