
Minutes for April 12th, 2019 CGSS Meeting
12:00 pm in D211

1. Call to Order: 12:03 pm
a. Present: Shikha, Julie, Ben, Kris, Henry, Sam, Donny, Daniel, Matthew, Kevin, Maria, Noah, Duane (12:08 pm)
b. Missing: Hayden, Lily
c. Other members present: 4
2. Approval of Previous Minutes
a. Approved by Julie
b. Seconded by Kris
3. SoCo Report
a. Pancake Breakfast
i. It was decided that the event will be held May 3, volunteers need to be ready early morning.
ii. A volunteer sign-up sheet will be sent out. A good number of council members need to volunteer in order for the event to run smoothly. 
b. Brew-Off
i. Julie has sent out an email calling for brewers. A few responses have already come in to the SoCo’s.
ii. Mike Wolf suggested he might know an official brewer who may be invited to judge.
iii. It was decided that the event will be held May 24.
c. Trivia Night
i. The event will take place later today (April 12).
ii. 11 teams have signed up. 
iii. Beer was purchased with sufficient quantities for more events. 
iv. Pizza will be purchased from Uncle Fatih’s rather than Domino’s. The cost is lower, and more options are available. 
d. Charity Coffee Time
i. Date of event: May 9.
ii. Maria suggested making ice cream using liquid nitrogen (as opposed to purchasing from Rain or Shine like last year). Councillors felt like it was a good idea. 
4. Sports Rep
a. Ping Pong Tournament
i. The round-robin has finished. The teams will be ranked and placed in brackets for future matches.
ii. An event will be held in three to four weeks for the final competition (finals and semi-finals; tentative date is May 15). Career workshop will take place on May 16 or 17, so do not want to the two to overlap. Duane will help organize the event.
iii. The buy-in prize pool for the event is currently $90. CGSS will add $10 for prizes of $50, $30 and $20 for first, second, and third place, respectively. 
iv. It was suggested that a budget should be put aside to buy a plaque where the winners’ names could be engraved each year (previous winners’ names might also be included). Councillors liked the idea; plaque options are being looked into prior to purchasing.
b. Sun Run
i. Event will take place Sunday (April 14). 
ii. 19 people have registered. 
iii. Most shirts were given out at coffee time (April 11); the remaining shirts have been given to Lily to hand out.
c. Storm the Wall
i. Receipts were passed on to Julie. 
d. Misc.
i. Daniel asked whether there will be an organized sports game outing held this summer. Ben plans to organize a group outing later in the summer (perhaps a baseball game similar to last year) and will talk to Lily about it. 
5. International Food Night
a. Duane suggested holding the event the week after Easter weekend. A tentative date of April 24 was decided. Event will be held in D211.
b. CGSS has a $400 budget for the event. 
c. A spreadsheet will be sent out next week for food sign up. 
d. People who want to make food for the event will be reimbursed up to $20 (if receipt is provided).
6. First Year Event
a. An event will be held celebrating the completion of the CHEM 540 talks with a tentative date between April 23 and 26.
b. A tentative plan for bowling was made. Julie offered to help Shikha set up a date.
7. CCIE Committee
a. There are currently 8 panellists that will be reached out to.
b. Maria proposed dates throughout June, July and August (with only Monday and Fridays being possible throughout June/July). All members agreed that a Monday would be fine and should have a higher turnout than a Friday.
c. A preworkshop will be held within the first two weeks of May.
8. GSI Committee
a. A survey will be sent out to the first year students to inquire about issues with CHEM 540 and/or possible changes that could be made to the course. It is expected to be sent out next Friday (April 19).
b. A grad forum will be held in May for students to voice their concerns regarding, e.g., salary, equipment, CHEM 540, etc., to the department head and the graduate advisor. 
c. The event will tentatively take place in mid May to allow for a two-week response period for the 540 survey.
9. Wellness Report
a. The wellbeing surveys have been completed, with 102 responses. 
b. The $50 gift cards have been sent out to the selected winners.
c. A focus group was held, where the responses of the survey were taken into account. A GSWN meeting will be held next week, but Daniel will not be able to attend. 
d. Two more departments have to complete their surveys before the initiative is complete. 
10. Union Report
a. Once exams have concluded, Daniel will have a meeting with Jose.
b. Summer TAship payment has been an issue for students, as they have been told that they will only be paid during the months they TA (as opposed to being paid throughout the whole summer regardless of TA appointment months as promised last year). This is currently being sorted out between Jose and Sheri. 
11. Discussion/Misc.
a. Maria brought up Bard-on-the-Beach, a theatre company that puts on plays throughout the summer (June to late September). CGSS usually organizes one play in which graduate students wanting to attend can purchase subsidized tickets. Last year, 35-40 students attended.
b. Daniel has received an email about organizing the event. He and Julie agreed to organize the event this year.
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Meeting adjourned: 12:53 pm. 
